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A NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Leo Stevenson reflects on the summer season as
we move into the fall.

WHAT'S HAPPENING IN THE CLUB

Our fall membership drive is in full swing
and our fall golf guest special begins
October 1st.  Be sure to share all the
excitement happening here at GIGCC.

Social Divots
October, 2019

Issue 65

REMINDERS

October is all about family with homecoming
events, Parent's Night Out, and Kids Eat Free in
the Mixed Grille.



Bell Ringing Season
Kick Off Fundraiser

SALVAT ION  ARMY

FR IDAY ,  NOVEMBER  8  |  6 :30PM

$ 125  PER  PERSON

GUESTS  WELCOME

Show your support for the Salvation Army and your local

community at the start of the holiday season.  Proceeds from all

ticket sales benefit the Salvation Army and include dinner,

dancing, entertainment, and open bar.

 

Event sponsorships are available.  Please contact John Paul for

more sponsorship information.

FEATURING  50  AMP  FUSE



From the President
“I’ve been a member for 35 years, and the Gala was the best party we’ve attended at the Country Club!”

 
“Friday night’s party was as much fun as the Gala!  Let’s do this again soon!”

 
“Chef Nathan outdid himself again with the Gala dinner.”

 
“Tony McCloud is a master at party giving!”

 
“JP and team are the best.”

 
“I think we should have a 101 year party, just like the Gala, next year!”

 
“On top of everything the Gala had to offer, fireworks to boot!”

 
“John Kelsey would be proud of what was accomplished at the Gala and the entire 100 year celebration. 

Thank you!"

“I thought we would party until the cows came home but I
was wrong.  We partied long after the cows came home!”

Holy Crow Casey! These were just a sampling of some of the emails I received on our 100 year
celebration weekend.  The weekend started with the Thursday night Pro Member cocktail party,
followed by an extremely successful Pro Member Golf Tournament, segued into a cocktail party that
lasted all Friday night with dancing, food, and a DJ.  And then the Black Tie Gala!

80 members and 20 professionals golfed in the
largest pursed Pro Member in the state.  175
members at the Friday night party followed by
230 members at the Gala. I believe the members’
email is true; John Kelsey would be proud of the
celebratory weekend!
 
One hundred years is a tremendous
accomplishment and how wonderful for all of us
to be part of this. Occasionally, I like to transpose
in thought to a different time.   One hundred years
ago, here on Grosse Ile, the population was less
than 800 people.  It was primarily an agrarian
society but several prominent business people
had set up summer residence to escape the city
summer heat of Detroit.

The first vehicle bridge to Grosse Ile from the main land had just been built five years earlier.
Bootlegging began as a fast source of industry on the island as Prohibition had just been passed.
Coincidently, Grosse Ile was in the process of hiring its first police officer.
 
The Great War, as World War I was called, had just ended. Women’s Suffrage had just passed.
Jackie Robinson and Nat King Cole were born. Babe Ruth was sold by the Red Sox to the Yankees
changing the face of baseball. And yes, the Twinkie was first produced!
 
As the year 1919 unfolded, a group of gentlemen assembled on Grosse Ile to form the basis of a
country club. They had the foresight to hire renowned golf course architect Donald Ross to build
their golf course. And on September 14th, 1919, Grosse Ile Golf and Country Club was founded.



From the President

Everyone looking great at the Gala

One gentleman in particular was instrumental in the founding of our country club, prominent Detroit
businessman Mr. John Kelsey.  Mr. Kelsey not only assembled the contingent of gentlemen to start
Grosse Ile Golf and Country Club, he advanced the funds necessary to build the golf course in the
form of a land contract. 
 
When the Great Depression hit and the country club was in dire straits, Mr. Kelsey’s son, Dallas,
stepped forward and waived payments on the land contract and even paid the property taxes during
the 1930’s.
 
Obviously, without the Kelsey Family, we would not be enjoying Grosse Ile Golf and Country Club
today. We were fortunate to have two of Mr. Kelsey’s descendants with us during the Gala, his
grandchildren Mrs. Maggie Kelsey Nash and Mr. Dallas Kelsey!  Many thanks to the Kelsey Family
from past, present, and future members of GIGCC!

As I write this piece on the last day of summer, I can’t help to think about the great memories
created this season with family and friends at GIGCC.  Just because summer is now behind us
doesn’t mean we won’t have a basket full of golf and social events left to enjoy.  Your committees
are hard at work ensuring the fun and camaraderie continues the remainder of the year.
 
Todd Probert and his team continue to ensure that our golf course remains a gem.  The 20 visiting
golf professionals playing in the Pro Member, almost in a singular voice, told us GIGCC was as fine
a course as any in the state of Michigan.  As soon as the weather breaks a little, Todd will begin the
much anticipated sanding of the fairways.  We bought the equipment and sand in the spring but
poor weather prevented us from starting the project at that time.  The Norway Maples have all been
treated for the verticillium fungus to prolong their life.  The large elm on the top of hole five also was
treated preventatively to help maintain its vigor. This is first preventative tree maintenance program
we have had in more than 15 years.
 
As previously discussed, the softening of the slope work on hole 13 will take place next September. 
The Board of Directors has set aside the funds necessary and plans are being finalized with the
Master Plan Steering Committee and our golf course architect firm, Albanese and Lutzke.  We
would anticipate the entire golf course master plan to be in the final stages for member comment in
late spring or early summer of 2020.

Dancing the night away Friday night at our 100 Year
Weekend celebration!



From the President
Within the clubhouse, our lightening system has failed, prompting the Maintenance and Finance
Committees to recommend, and the Board to approve, $30,000 to replace all the faulty control
boxes which are now more than three decades old.  We never really know what will fail next but we
do know and anticipate that there will be more!  Unfortunately!  Recall that we replaced the hot
water heaters earlier this year for $30,000 and over the last several years we have replaced the
clubhouse roof, various doors, 12 of our 15 HVAC units and the pool shell. It’s starting to sound just
like my house!
 
The tennis courts have just been resurfaced and look wonderful and next spring the parking lot
between the tennis courts and Women’s Locker Room will be replaced.  Prudent financial controls
allows us to accomplish these projects without member assessments, all the while allocating nearly
$80,000 to replace greens and grounds equipment this past year, undertake placement of new
tees, rehabilitate the ponds, and complete tree work on the course.  We are fortunate to have a
strong Finance Committee that looks out for our financial wellbeing.
 
Thanks as always for your support, generosity to our Club, and friendship.  As with all of you,
GIGCC has been a large portion of mine and my family’s life.  The friends made over my years at
GIGCC are many of my most lasting friends. Let’s all embrace the splendor of what autumn offers
and the drawing of the changing seasons before us.

GAM Handicap News

The last day for posting Michigan scores is October 31, 2019.  Next year's official opening of the
Michigan golf season is April 1, 2020.
 
If you are traveling to Florida, Texas, California, Arizona, or any other USGA "year-round" golf state,
you are required to post those scores throughout the winter.  Remember, you only have ONE GHIN
number for posting purposes whether you are in Michigan or out of state.  If your club is on the
GHIN System, your out-of-state scores will also be recorded at Grosse Ile.
 
You can post your scores through your club, the GHIN Handicap System, or the GHIN mobile app.
 
If you have any questions, please contact Kyle Wolfe at the GAM office at kwolfe@gam.org.

LAST DAY TO POST MICHIGAN SCORES
OCTOBER 31, 2019





From the Manager
 

Can you believe another golf season is coming to a close?! Our golf course has been in great
shape all year. In my opinion, the best part of the golf season is still to come. Because we aerify
so early, our greens will firm up and be faster than they've been all year long. On October 1st,
we start our $55 guest green fee special that includes cart, greens fee, and lunch at the snack
bar. Get your tee times today for groups of 4 to 20 players. Great golf course, superb greens,
and great price - it does not get any better!
 
Activity at the Club has been great. In October we are looking forward to introducing a new fall
menu and brand new menu jackets. Every Wednesday will be Kids Eat Free for children 8
years old and under. We will also continue our Sunday specials with our Mimosa & Bloody Mary
bar until 1pm and Prime Rib Night from 4-7pm. Back by popular demand, Holy Guacamole
Night returns on Thursday, October 3rd, bringing my famous guac and taco dinner specials.
Special guest bartender Rick Kasza hosts a Scotch and Cigar Night in the Men’s Grill on
Thursday, October 10.  Or you can stop by the Mixed Grille bar for Emily's great new drink
specials and new Napa Valley wines Bonanza Cabernet Sauvignon and Sea Sun Chardonnay.
 
More special events to mark on your calendar include Ladies Night Out to MGM Casino on
Thursday, October 24th. If you have not made the trip before then you don’t know what you're
missing!  On Thursday, November 21st, ladies will be going to see Hello Dolly at the Fischer
Theater. Both of these nights include dinner before the entertainment and luxury transportation.
Ted Hughes has made arrangements for "The Detentions" to return to the Mixed Grille
on Saturday,November 30th to entertain us once again!  This is a popular night, join us for
dinner before you party to the sounds of this great duo recording artist team from Texas. Plans
continue throughout the fall and winter to offer premium entertainment to you and your family at
the Club.  Make your plans today, my staff and I are looking forward to seeing you.
 

Congratulations
Grosse Ile Golf and Country Club would like to wish Hannah Hargrove good luck at Oakland
Hills on Saturday, October 5th!  Hannah has qualified for the Regional Finals of the Drive, Chip,
and Putt Championship here in Michigan.
 
Hannah finished 2nd in the Sub Regional at The Orchards on August 2nd and is just one step
away from taking that special trip to Augusta National next spring!
 
Go get 'em, Hannah, everyone at GIGCC is wishing you the best of luck!





TAILGATE
GIHS HOMECOMING

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 4 | 5:30PM

Stop in the Donald Ross room for
complementary hors d'oeuvres to
get ready for the big game!





What a great September we had! It’s almost hard to believe that October is here. The golf
course has been hopping with activity and so has our calendar! Now that we have moved into
October though, the calendar will start to slow down, the temperatures will begin to dip, and the
days will begin getting shorter. But no worries! The golf course is in great shape, the tee is open,
and we can make up some nice hot chocolate for those chilly fall golf days! Even though the
calendar has slowed down, we still have some great things going on here with golf operations.
Don’t miss our golf shop specials, and we still have a few events to finish up the year.

From the Golf Shop

Upcoming Golf  Events
October 4
October 6
October 19

Fall Stag Day
Men's Fall Member/Member
Superintendent's Revenge
& Chili Scramble

New fall apparel has been arriving weekly from companies such as Under Armour, FootJoy,
and Polo just to name a few.  Your shop credit is good through the end of the year, so don't
miss out on some great deals!
 
For those interested in a sale, check out the 50% off rack!  There are plenty of items to choose
from for both men and women.  And don't forget about our DEMO sale!  All DEMO clubs from
2018 are on sale now for 40% off their retail price.  There's always plenty to choose from!

October Shop Hours
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Closed
9:00a - 6:00p
9:00a - 6:00p
9:00a - 6:00p
9:00a - 6:00p
8:00a - 6:00p
8:00a - 6:00p

From the LINKS
As fall arrives and the trees begin to change, your Greens & Grounds Staff begins the process
of preparing the golf course for winter. Aerification, sand topdressing, winterizing the irrigation
system, leaf clean up, and breaking down the equipment for winter maintenance are some of
the tasks ahead of us. One of our main focuses for the remainder of the golf season will be
deep vertical mowing of the fairways and heavy topdressing. The end goal is to dilute thatch
levels in order to make a much more firm playing condition. Please bear with us during this
process. Daily mowing will be reduced as we work this process. 
 
The weather this past month has been terrific for golf. There is still at least one more month to
enjoy the game before the weather turns. As a reminder: Frost delays are possible every day
this time of the year. Please take this into account if you have early tee times. We thank all of
you for helping us maintain your golf course by replacing your divots, fixing ball marks, and
raking the bunkers as you exit. 
 
Lastly, the mosquitoes are bad this year and, while applying bug spray is strongly encouraged,
we would like to ask you to make your applications on the cart path.  We are noticing that the
chemicals from these sprays are presenting turf damage.Your continued assistance will be
appreciated greatly by the Greens and Grounds Department and your fellow members.



FALL GOLF
GUEST SPECIAL

$55
Includes  cart  fee ,  greens  fee ,  and

lunch  at  halway  house  of

sandwich ,  chips ,  & draft  pop .

Reserve your tee times today!

Special  rate  available  for

groups  of  4  to  20 !



Homecoming
Dinner

Grosse  I l e  High  Schoo l

An  exclusive  homecoming  dinner  for  the  students  of

GIHS  in  the  Grosse  I le  Golf  and  Country  Club  ballroom .

Enjoy  specially  crafted  menu  options  and  a  stunning

country  club  setting  overlooking  the  f irst  tee .  All  entree

selections  just  $25 .

SATURDAY ,  OCTOBER  5  |  5 :00PM

GROSSE ILE GOLF AND COUNTRY CLUB

Reservations required | 734-676-1166





 

 

October   2019 
Mixed Grille Hours            

Monday Clubhouse Closed                                 

Tuesday Clubhouse Closed                                 

Wednesday 5:00 – 8:30PM                                  

Thursday 5:00 – 8:30PM                                      

Friday 5:00 – 9:30PM                                             

Saturday 5:00 – 9:00PM 

Sunday 9:00AM – 1:00PM                                   

 4:00 – 7:00PM 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 2 3 4 5 

   MG open 5-8:30p 

Kids Eat Free 

MG open 5-8:30p 

Holy Guacamole 

MG open 5-9:30p 

Fall Stag Day 

Homecoming 
Tailgate 

  

MG open 5-9:00p 

PNO – Superheroes 

Homecoming Dinner 

 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

MG open 9a-1:00p, 

4-7:00p 

Prime Rib Night 

  MG open 5-8:30p 

Kids Eat Free 

MG open 5-8:30p 

Scotch & Cigar 
Night 

MG open 5-9:30p 

 

MG open 5-9:00p 

 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

MG open 9a-1:00p, 

4-7:00p 

Prime Rib Night 

  MG open 5-8:30p 

Kids Eat Free 

MG open 5-8:30p MG open 5-9:30p 

 

MG open 5-9:00p 

Sweetest Day 
Candlelight Dinner 

Hardest Day of Golf 

 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

MG open 9a-1:00p, 

4-7:00p 

Prime Rib Night 

  MG open 5-8:30p 

Kids Eat Free 

MG open 5-8:30p 

Oktoberfest 

MG open 5-9:30p 

Oktoberfest 

 

MG open 5-9:00p 

Kids Halloween 
Party 

Trunk or Treat 

Oktoberfest 

 

27 28 29 30 31   

MG open 9a-1:00p, 

4-7:00p 

Prime Rib Night 

  MG open 5-8:30p 

Kids Eat Free 

MG open 5-7:00p 

Pizza Special 

  

 



 

 

November   2019 
Mixed Grille Hours            

Monday Clubhouse Closed                                 

Tuesday Clubhouse Closed                                 

Wednesday 5:00 – 8:30PM                                  

Thursday 5:00 – 8:30PM                                      

Friday 5:00 – 9:30PM                                             

Saturday 5:00 – 9:00PM 

Sunday 9:00AM – 1:00PM                                   

 4:00 – 7:00PM 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 2 

     MG open 5-9:30p MG open 5-9:00p 

Parent’s Night Out 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

MG open 9-1:00p, 

4-7:00p 

  MG open 5-8:00p MG open 5-8:30p Salvation Army 
Fundraiser 

 

MG open 5-9:00p 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

MG open 9-1:00p, 

4-7:00p 

  MG open 5-8:00p 

Kids Manners Class 

MG open 5-8:30p 

 

MG open 5-9:30p MG open 5-9:00p 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

MG open 9-1:00p, 

4-7:00p 

  MG open 5-8:00p MG open 5-8:30p 

Hello Dolly Trip 

MG open 5-9:30p MG open 5-9:00p 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

MG open 9-1:00p, 

4-7:00p 

  MG open 5-8:00p 

Pre-Thanksgiving 
Dinner 

Thanksgiving 

Club Closed 

MG open 5-9:30p MG open 5-9:00p 

The Detentions 

 


